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Towns County Sports
Towns County’s Leader In Sports

Indians Baseball wraps up postseason play against Gordon Lee
By Jeremy Foster
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

Towns County Indians 
Baseball officially concluded 
its 2022 season April 29 dur-
ing the first round of the 
Georgia High School Asso-
ciation Class A Public State 
Playoffs.

The team headed into 
the tournament seeded No. 4 
in Region 8 and fell to Gordon 
Lee High School in Chicka-
mauga.

And though they were 
unable to advance to the sec-
ond round of postseason play, 
the Indians put forth a valiant 
effort that matched the de-
termination they displayed 
throughout the 2022 season.

In the April 29 double-
header, the Indians dropped 
two games in a row to Gor-
don Lee. With a final Game 
1 score of 11-1, senior Kyle 
Oakes scored the lone run on 
an RBI double from senior 
Collin Crowder.

Game 2 was a consider-
ably closer contest, ending in 

a 4-2 loss, with sophomore 
Tanner Cunningham cross-
ing the plate both times, once 
on an RBI single by fellow 
sophomore Connor Chastain, 
and again on a passed ball.

“I felt in both games we 

went toe-to-toe against one of 
the best teams around who is 
moving up to 3A division next 
year,” Head Coach Shannon 
Floyd said. “We had a great 
season despite the small set-
back at the beginning (due 

to overlap with an extended 
basketball season), and ev-
eryone played hard and, more 
importantly, together as a unit 
and family.

“They are all competi-
tors with that warrior mental-

ity. Looking to next year, we 
are going to work on keeping 
that mindset and playing and 
practicing throughout the 
summer break. More game-
play is the key to our success, 
along with our passion to 

play and being there for each 
other.”

The 2022 season fea-
tured a 9-9 region record 
and ended on a high note for 
Indians pride when seven 
of the student-athletes made 
First and Second Team All-
Region.

Those players were: 
Crowder for Second Team 
infield with a .364 batting 
average; junior Seth Gil-
lis for Second Team infield 
with a .317 batting average; 
sophomore Stone Chauncey 
for Second Team designated 
hitter and third base / utility 
player with a .325 batting av-
erage; Cunningham for First 
Team outfielder with a .408 
batting average; Chastain for 
First Team catcher with a .468 
batting average; sophomore 
Kade McConnell for First 
Team pitcher with a 3.00 
ERA; and sophomore Zane 
Floyd for First Team pitcher 
with a 1.68 ERA.

Great job to all the up-
standing student-athletes and 
gentlemen as the Towns Coun-
ty Baseball legacy continues 
to grow. Go Indians!

With a playoff berth from a tough Region 8-A, Indians baseball can hold its head high when looking back on 2022. Photos/Lowell Nicholson

BUY 4 SELECT TIRES &
EARN UP TO A $70 REBATE

OR 30,000 POINTS
 

*REBATE BY MAIL AND POINTS ARE FORDPASS [$150 VALUE]
04.01.22 TO 05.19.22 AND 06.14.22 TO 06.30.22

MOTORCRAFT
COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE

KING
where we treat you like royalty

CALL OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT
TODAY AT 800.388.2897 TO

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

 
*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL

FILTER. MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR
COMPANY. SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND

DETAILS UNTIL 12.31.2022

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE BRAKE PADS OR SHOES

MACHINING ROTORS OR DRUMS
LABOR INCLUDED

*PER-AXLE PRICE ON MOST VEHICLES. EXCLUSIONS APPLY. TAXES EXTRA.
SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR DETAILS THROUGH 12.31.22

$47.95 $179.95

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Run Above the Clouds attracts 100-plus participants in first race since 2019

Suches - The Run Above 
the Clouds returned to the Such-
es community on Saturday, 
April 23, ending the event’s 
recent hiatus that began with 
its cancellation in 2020 due to 
COVID-19.

Approximately 105 run-
ners took part in last month’s 
race, the winner’s of each race/
age group are as follows.

Female - 10K 
20-29: Natalia Yakushko; 

30-39: Savannah Crittenden; 
40-49: Amy Rase; 50-59: Teri 
Hilchie; 60-69: Allyson Brant-
ley; 70+: Linda Evans.

Male - 10K
14U: Aiden Gilfillan; 

15-19: Ervin Altman; 30-39: 
Paul Anderson; 40-49: Woon 
Yeo; 50-59: Thomas Karisny; 
60-69: Paul Blais.

Female 5K
14U: Katie Payne; 15-19: 

Natalie Payne; 20-29: Grace 
Crumley; 30-39: Christy Dixon; 
40-49: Miranda Callis; 50-59: 
Vanessa Bernstein-Goldman; 
60-69: Diane Hall; 70-79: Su-
san Ross.

Male 5K
14U: Whit Daniel; 20-29: 

David Echols; 30-39: Zachary 
Padgett; 50-59: Greg Goldman; 
70+: Larry Robbins.

Mark your calenders 
for the 2023 Run Above the 
Clouds, which will also take 
place in the spring. For further 
details, you may visit www.
runabovetheclouds.org.

Despite the challenging course facing the participants, runners of all ages and skill levels couldn’t wait to return to the scenic sights, sounds and smiles that have become a 
staple of Suches’ annual Run Above the Clouds 10K and 5k races. Photos by Todd Forrest


